《Gray’s Concise Bible Commentary – 3 John》(James M. Gray)
Commentator

James Martin Gray (May 11, 1851 - September 21, 1935) was a pastor in the Reformed Episcopal Church, a Bible scholar, editor, and hymn writer, and the president of Moody Bible Institute, 1904-34.

Gray was born in New York City as one of the younger of eight children. His father, Hugh Gray, died shortly after his birth. James Gray was raised in the Episcopal church, and probably after attending college in New York, he began training for a career as a priest. While preparing himself for the ministry, Gray experienced an evangelical conversion (mostly likely in 1873) after reading homilies on the book of Proverbs by William Arnot. In 1870, Gray married Amanda Thorne, who died in 1875 while giving birth to their fifth child, who also died.

As Gray continued to prepare himself for the ministry in New York, the Episcopal Church was troubled by a conflict between evangelicals and Tractarians, who wished to emphasize ritualism. In 1873, Bishop George D. Cummins resigned from the Episcopal Church and helped found the Reformed Episcopal denomination. Gray sided with the seceders.

Gray was ordained in 1877, and assumed the pastorate of the Church of the Redemption in Brooklyn, New York for one year. He spent another year at the Church of the Cornerstone in Newburgh. In 1879, Gray was called to assist an elderly pastor at the small Reformed Episcopal Church in Boston, which prospered after his arrival and grew from a handful of worshipers to a congregation of more than 230. The Boston church also managed to establish three additional churches during Gray's pastorate, all of which failed shortly after his departure.

While in Boston, he also became involved with Adoniram Judson Gordon in the founding of the Boston Bible and Missionary Training School, later Gordon Divinity School, where he was a professor from 1889 to 1904. In Boston he married Susan G. Gray, who also served on the faculty. During this period, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine, conferred on Gray an honorary doctor of divinity degree.

Throughout the 1890s, Gray worked alongside D. L. Moody in the latter's evangelistic campaigns in New York, Boston, and Chicago; and Gray became connected Moody Bible Institute serving in a variety of positions from summer guest lecturer (beginning in 1892) to dean, executive secretary, and finally, president (the third, after D. L. Moody and R. A. Torrey) from 1904 to 1934. Gray also edited Moody Monthly and preached at Moody's Chicago Avenue Church (later known as the Moody Church).

On November 1, 1934, he resigned as President of MBI at the age of 83, but continued to serve as President-Emeritus. He died of a heart attack on September 21, 1935. The Torrey-Gray Auditorium at the Moody Bible Institute is named in honor of Gray and his predecessor, R. A. Torrey.

Theologically, Gray was an early fundamentalist who upheld the inspiration of the Bible and opposed the contemporary trend toward a social gospel. Gray was also a dispensationalist who believed in the premillennial, pre-tribulational return of Jesus Christ at the Rapture. Personally, Gray was conservative in dress and personal habit. A reporter remarked that he "cultivated gentlemanliness as a fine art." Male students at Moody were required to wear coats and ties in the dining room, and during a hot spell in July 1908, Gray admonished faculty members for taking off their coats and vests in their offices.

Gray was one of the seven editors of the first Scofield Reference Bible in 1909. Gray wrote 25 books and pamphlets, some of which remain in print. He also wrote a number of hymns, perhaps the best known of which is Only a Sinner, Saved by Grace.

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-14
3 JOHN CHRISTIAN CHARACTER: GOOD AND BAD EXAMPLES
Gaius is a name frequently alluded to by Paul, but whether this were the same individual as any of those is problematical. In any event he seems to have been a convert of John (3 John 1:4). Another form of the name is Caius and this was a very common name indeed. 

What distinction in spiritual things is ascribed to Gaius (3 John 1:2)? His soul was prospering even if his bodily health and his business were not, but the apostle is interested in other things as well. The Christian should be careful of his health, and it is compatible with a deep spiritual life that he should have a successful business. 

As to the Christian character of Gaius, three particulars are named: (1) he possessed the truth (3 John 1:3); (2) he walked in the truth, i.e., his life and conduct measured up to the light he had received from God (3 John 1:3-4); and (3) as walking in the truth he was “careful to maintain good works,” especially in the distribution of his means (3 John 1:5-6). It is noticeable that his “faithfulness’’ in this regard is mentioned. It was not a spasmodic thing on his part, but a steady flow of grace through him. His breadth of disposition is also mentioned since his giving was not limited to those he knew but extended to those he did not know (3 John 1:5). Some recipients of his bounty are referred to in 3 John 1:6, and a journey mentioned toward the expense of which he was contributing (3 John 1:6). All this is very realistic, and brings the life of the church in the first century “up to date” as we sometimes say. 

One or two facts are given concerning the recipients of Gaius’ gifts equally honoring to them (3 John 1:7). Look at the motive of their journey, “His Name’s sake,” and at the spirit actuating them “taking nothing of the Gentiles,” i.e., the heathen. Whatever the journey was, they might have been assisted in it pecuniarily by those who were not actuated by a love for his name, but their conscience would not permit them to receive such aid. How valuable this example. And what a close relationship it bears to the teaching of the second epistle about fellowshipping with heretics. How should such loyal and self-denying workers as these be treated in the church, and why (3 John 1:8)? 

THE WORLDLY CHARACTER OF DIOTREPHES
Here we have another type of the professing Christian in the worldly character of Diotrephes (3 John 1:9-11) What seems to have been his besetting sin (3 John 1:9)? How does this experience of John recalls Paul’s experiences in the churches of Corinth, Galatia, and Thessalonica? In what manner did John intend to deal with him (3 John 1:10)? Does this recall anything similar in apostolic authority on Paul’s part? How does 3 John 1:10 reveal the worldliness and insincerity of Diotrephes? What an awfully overbearing, autocratic, unholy man he must have been! How did he get into the church? 

What advice is given Gaius (3 John 1:11)? How does this testify to the relation between faith and works? What opposite kind of example is set before him (3 John 1:12)? How many kinds of witnesses testify to the Christian character of Demetrius? One cannot help wondering if this were the Demetrius of Acts 19. Such trophies of grace are by no mean unusual, Paul was such an one. Note the similarities in the conclusions of this epistle and the one previously considered (3 John 1:13-14), suggesting that they may have been penned at the same time. 

The Scofield Bible has an interesting note here, saying historically, this letter marks the beginning of that clerical assumption over the churches in which the primitive church order disappeared. It also reveals the believers’ resource in such a day. John addresses this letter not to the church, but to a faithful man in the church for the comfort of those who were standing fast in the primitive simplicity. Second John conditions the personal walk of a Christian in a day of apostasy; and 3 John the personal responsibility in such a day of the believer as a member of the local church. 

QUESTIONS 
1. Analyze the Christian character of Gaius. 

2. What two features marked his faithfulness? 

3. Tell something of the character of the two other men named. 

4. What epoch does this epistle mark? 

5. Distinguish between second and third John. 

